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SUBJECT: SENTENCES FOR SASO NINE 

REF: PRETORIA 5755 

1 . ON DECEMBER 21, JUDGE BOSHOFF PASSED SENTENCES ON SASO 
NINE. SIX WERE SENTENCED TO TEN YEARS' IMPRISONMENT ON TWO 
COUNTS UNDER TERRORISM ACT, ONE OF SIX YEARS, AND ONE OF 
FOUR, AND OTHER THREE WERE GIVEN MINIMUM FIVE YEARS UNDER 
ONE COUNT. THOSE GIVEN TEN YEARS WERE ALLOWED FOUR YEARS OF 
SECOND COUNT TO RUN CONCURRENTLY, IF EFFECT MEANING SIX YEARS 
IMPRISONMENT. THOSE RECEIVING TEN YEARS SENTENCES WERE SATHS 
COOPER, MUNTU MYEZA, MOSIOUA LEKOTA, AUBREY MOKOAPE, NKWENI 
NKOMO AND PHANDELANI NEFOLOVHODWE. RECEIVING FIVE YEARS 
WERE KABORANE SEDIBE, ZITULELE CINDI AND STRINI MOODLEY. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, BOSHOFF TOLD COURT THAT 
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ACCUSED HAD ACTED AS "MEMBERS OF THE BLACK... .COMMUNITY," 
BELIEVING THEY WERE VICTIMS OF AN OPPRESSIVE POLITICAL 
SYSTEM. AS THEY WERE NOT CRIMINAL TYPES, THE SENTENCES 
PASSED WERE NOT MEANT TO REFORM THEM BUT ONLY TO DETER OTHER 
LIKEMINDED PERSONS FROM COMMITTING SIMILAR ACTS. 
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3. SEVERAL OF ACCUSED AS WELL AS THEIR COUNSEL REPORTEDLY 
SPOKE IN MITIGATION PRIOR TO SENTENCING. OF INTEREST IS 
STATEMENT BY MOKOAPE WHO SAID SASO AND BPC'S CONDEMNATIONS OF 
PASS LAWS, MIGRATORY LABOR, VIOLENCE OF INCIDENTS SUCH AS 
SHARPEVILLE AND LANGA, AND DEPRIVATIONS FACED BY BLACKS WERE 
NOT DISPUTED AS TO THEIR BASIC TRUTH EITHER "INSIDE OR OUTSIDE 
THIS COURT." 

4. TRIAL, WHICH HAS RAISED GREAT DEAL OF INTEREST LOCALLY, 

WAS ATTENDED IN THIS FINAL DAY BY LARGE CROWD. COURT ROOM 
ITSELF WAS OVERFLOWING AND THERE WERE SEVERAL MINOR SCUFFLES 
OUTSIDE THE COURT WITH POLICE, WHO HAD AT LEAST THREE GUARD 
DOGS AND USED THEM. PRESS REPORTS THAT THREE YOUNG WHITES 
ATTENDING COURT SESSION WERE BRIEFLY DETAINED. ALL THREE 
WERE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS, ONE THE SON OF CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE 
OFFICIAL THEO KOTZE. THEY WERE RELEASED AFTER QUESTIONING. 

ON THE STREET OUTSIDE THE COURT, POLICE WERE KEPT BUSY TRYING 
TO CONTROL STILL LARGER CROWD. ONE REPORTER WAS BITTEN BY A 
DOG AND ANOTHER HAD HIS CAMERA CONFISCATED AFTER PHOTOGRAPHING 
INCIDENT BETWEEN POLICE AND ONE OF DETAINEES' WIVES. 

WHEN SENTENCES WERE PASSED, MYEZA REPORTEDLY STOOD ON 
DOCK AND SHOUTED "WE CAN LOSE A THOUSAND TIMES, THEY CAN 
LOSE ONLY ONCE." NINE WERE THEN SWEPT AWAY IN POLICE 
VANS AS CROWD OUTSIDE RAISED BLACK POWER SALUTES 
AND CHANGED FREEDOM SONGS. 
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